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MPAS Statement on Consent to Release of
Protected Health Information

Michigan Protection & Advocacy Service, Inc. (MPAS) is the
mandated protection and advocacy agency serving people with
disabilities in Michigan.

Many MPAS customers receive mmental health services and currently
enjoy independent state law rights proteclions, including the right to
consent before mental health records are shared among health care
providers. Federal law olfers less protection in this regard. Under the
Health [nsurance Portability and Accoumntability Act (HIPAA), mental
health information may be shared with other health providers for
purposes of treatment, payment, or administration of heaith care
services unless a person knows (o object and objects to such a release.
Psychotherapy notes have additional protections, but other types of
mental health records do not.

Pecople with disabilities benefit from laws that offer independent siate
protections, including a protected right to consent to release of mental
health information. '

For more information, please contact Elmer L. Cerano, Executive
Director, or Mark McWilliams, Director of Public Policy and Media
Relations, in MPAS' Lansing office.
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